Ukrainian Lessons Podcast: Season 1

How Go Inbroduce Yourself
in Ukrainian

Link to audio: ukrainianlessons.com/episode3

N66pun aeHb! MeHé 3BaTH Anna — My name is Anna. The third episode is about
getting acquainted with Ukrainians.

It might not be easy to remember all the expressions from a single listening. So,
at your convenience, listen to the podcast one or two more times and study these
lesson notes well to feel confident. Bu rotéBi? — Are you ready?

In Ukrainian, “yes” is Tak and “no” is Hi.

Dialogues

This week, we invited iHo3émeub — a foreigner,
to the show. His name is [xoH, and he is getting
acquainted with OnéHa. Let us see how they
introduce themselves.

(—

[xoH: 066pnn geHb!
OneHa: 66pui geHb!
[xoH: Ak cnpaesn?
OneHa: HenoraHo,

ay Bac?
IxoH: Oyxe no6pe!

#Ak Bac 3BaTtu?
OneHa: OnéHa, a Bac?
[xoH: MeHé 3BaTu [KOH.
OneHa: flyxe npuEMHO.
[xoH: B3aémMmHo.
OneHa: Bu anrnieub?
IxoH: Hi, 7 amepukaHeub. John: No, | am American.

A BU pra'I"HKa? And are you Ukrainian?
Onena: Tak, ykpaiHka.

John: Hello!
Olena: Hello!
John: How are you?

Olena: Not bad, and you?

John: Very good!
What is your name?

Olena: Olena, and yours?
John: My name is John.
Olena: Nice to meet you.
John: Me too.

Olena: Are you English?

Olena: Yes, | am Ukrainian.

MeHe 3BaTu AHHA

When we talk about im’s1 — first name in Ukrainian,
we do not actually use the word im’s1. Instead, we
use the verb 3BaTn — to call someone, “How to
call you?”:

Ak Bac 3Batn?

Ak Te6é 3BaTN?

Bac and Te6e are the forms of the pronouns Bu
and Ti; we need to use this particular form (or
case) with the verb 3Bartu.

Remember that Bac is used in formal situations,
whereas i, in the informal one, is used when you
meet a child or a young person who is the same
age as you.

The same structure is used for “My name is...”
MeHé 3BaTu [>KOH.

The formal and informal responses to “how to call
you?” are:

A Bac?

A Tebé?
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Odyxe npnemHo!

After you get someone’s name, you can happily
say:

Ayxe npnémHo!

It is short for [lyke NPUEMHO NO3HANOMMUTUCH
(It is very pleasant to get acquainted). Usually, we
use the short version, flyxe anéMHo!

One response can be:
B3aémHo!

It means something like “It is mutual”. You can also
say “To me too”:

MeHi Tex!

71 amepukaHeUb

The ending of your nationality in Ukrainian depends
on gender.

Usually, the male noun ends with -eub and the
female one with -ka:

aHrnieyb aHrninka English

amMmepuKaHelb amMepukaHka  American
KaHageLb KaHapka Canadian
yKpaiHeub yKpaiHka Ukrainian

However, some names of the nationalities are
irregular, especially the male ones:

pPOCisiHMH pocisiHka Russian
¢paHuy3 c¢hpaHLyKeHKa French
or cppaHuy3Ka

Please check more nationalities in the bonus
vocabulary section on the last page of these
lesson notes.

To ask a question in Ukrainian, say it with rising
intonation:

Bu amepukaHeub?

You do not need the verb to be when saying “Are
you American?” or “| am Ukrainian” because in
Ukrainian, we omit “to be” in the Present tense:

A pra'i'HKa.
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() Practice

Here is the practice exercise from the podcast.

Make a dialogue with me!

0 — [A66pun Béuip!

— Ak cnpasu?

— Y MéHe Tex no6pe. Ak Bac 3Batn?

— MeHé 3Batn AnHa. A ykpaiHka.
A Bn? Bu kaHageub?

— [lyxe npuemHo!

e — [66poro paHky!

— Ak BU?

— A Tex po6pe. Ak Bac 3BaTn?

— MeHé 38aTn AHHa. f ykpaiHka.

A Bn? B amepukaHka?

— Oyxe npuemHo!

) Bonus exercise

These are the lines from the conversation.

Put them in the correct order:

__ A MeHe 3Batn Mapis. A Bac?
___ b [Oobporo paHky! Ak y Bac cnpasun?
___ B Codiqa. Bu ykpaiHka?

_ I A ykpaiHka.

1O MNobaynmocs!

— E [OoGpwui geHb! Yynoso, a y Bac?
______ € Hi aicnaHka. A Bn?

— XX [o nobayeHHsi, Mapie!

3 HenoraHo. Ak Bac 3BaTn?

Bonus Exercise 1-02

Answers
1. A 4. BoHa 7.Bu
2. Tw 5. BiH 8. BoHo

3. Mn 6. BoHun (or Bu) 9. Bu (or BOHM)
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Key Vocabulary 1-03

TakK

Hi

iM’sa

Ak Te6é 3BaTU?

Ak Bac 3BaTtn?
MeHé 3BaTmn OnéHa.

A Bac? A Tebé?

Ayxe npuémHo!

B3aémHo!

iHo3éMeLb, IHO3éMKa
aHrnieyb, aHrniMka
amMepuKaHelb, aMepuKaHKa
yKpaiHeub, yKpaiHka
KaHageub, KaHagKa

POCISIHUH, pocisiHka

yes
no
name

What is your name? (informal)
What is your name? (formal or plural)

My name is Olena.

And you? (“And what is your name?”)
(formal, informal)

Nice to meet you!

Me too! (“It is mutual!”)
foreigner (male, female)
English (male, female)
American (male, female)
Ukrainian (male, female)
Canadian (male, female)

Russian (male, female)
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Bonus Vocabulary

Ly»xe NnpnéMHO NO3HaNMOMUTUCH!
MeHi Tex = B3aémHo

aBcTpanieub, aBcTpanivika
apreHTMHeLb, apreHTUHKa
Opasnneub, 6pasuniika
icnaHeub, icnaHka

HiMeLUb, HIMKEHSA

¢paHuy3, bpaHUyKeHKa
(bpaHuyzka)

KUTa€ELUb, KNTasiHKa
KOpé€LUb, KOpesHKa
nonskK, nonbkKa

yex, Yéka

It's very nice to meet you!
(full version of [lyxe npuemMHo)

Me too (one more way to respond to
Oyxe npMemMHO)

Australian (male, female)
Argentinian (male, female)
Brazilian (male, female)
Spanish (male, female)
German (male, female)

French (male, female)

Chinese (male, female)
Korean (male, female)
Polish (male, female)

Czech (male, female)
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