Ukrainian Lessons Podcast: Season 1

Where is the town center?
in Ukrainian

Link to audio: ukrainianlessons.com/episode17

MpwueiT! Here are your next lesson notes — your guide to a full learning experience
with Ukrainian Lessons Podcast.

In episode#17, we are in the beautiful capital of Ukraine — KuiB.

You need today’s words and phrases to talk to the locals when you are lost, when
you want to know a Ukrainian city better, or even when you want to practice your
Ukrainian!

Dialogue

AHTOH: Tak, A)")Ke A;’u(y[o Anton: Yes, thank you very

Anton is a young man who asked Anna the much.
way to the center in Kyiv. This is a typical short AHHa: Bam Tpéba cTaHuifa Anna: You need
conversation on the street of Kyiv between a tourist Xpewaruk. Lle yuepBéHa Z;etlsg'nc”l?gkt ,gzertg‘; e
and a local. Listen to it as much as possible before niHISA. ' '
reading the text. AHTOH: [ly>ke AAKylO 3a Anton: Thank you very
AOI‘IOMéI'y. much for your help.
. AHHa: Byab nacka. Anna: You are welcome!
AHTOH: Bnbaure, 6yab Anton: Excuse me!
nackal
AHHa: Tak? Anna: Yes? Bubaure...
AHnTOH: CKaxiTh, 6yab Anton: Could you tell me
nacka, a ge ueHTp? P’eatsegvzhefe the One of the most useful phrases you will need in
centeris: . .
Ukraine is:
AHHa: Hy, Bu BXe B Anna: Well, you are already
LIEHTPI. i il e Bubaute, 6yab nacka
HTOH: l1aK .q() e. A Aoe Anton: Well, good. And
A Tak, n66 A (formal)
ueHTpén bHa By’nuuﬂ —_ where is the central
- 2 street? Hreshchatyk? ., ,
XpewaTunk? Bnb6au, 6yab nacka
AHHa: Hy, XpeLwwaTruk — Le Anna: Well, Hreshchatyk is (informal)
Aanéko. Tpé6a TxaTu Ha far You need to take the _
MeTpS subway. It means two things:
HTOH: OK, a oe MeTpoO? nton: Oh, and where is
A o ?  Anton: Oh, and wh Excuse me

the subway?
AHHa: OH Tam, 6auute? Anna: Over there, do you
M? see? Letter M?

Bubaute, 0yab nacka, ae metpo?

I’'m sorry, excuse me, pardon me
(You are very sorry for what you did)
Bwnbauy, 6yab nacka!
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Oe?

This simple and small word is a key for finding
things and places:

HDe?
Where?

Although there are more complicated ways to
ask about the location, the easiest way is the
combination of le? + what you are looking for:

Oe ueHTp?

Oe XpewaTunk?

Oe meTpo?

Oe uen pecTtopaH?

[e TBOA cecTpa?

Bxe

Here is one short useful word to add to your
collection:

BXe = yxé

It means “already”, and we have heard in my
response to Anton:

Hy, Bu BXe B LLEHTPI.

Well, you are already in the center.

Lle naneko!

Here are two opposite adverbs in Ukrainian that
you will need to understand when you are looking
for places:

Oanéko
far

Onn3bKo
close

Here are some examples of their use in context:
LleHTp panéko?
Hi, ueHTp Ayxe 6nn3bKo.
Lle 6nn3bko?

Hi, ue ayxe panéko. Tpé6a ixaTn Ha MeTpo.

Tpeba ixaTn Ha MeTpo

Here is one short useful word in Ukrainian:
Tpéba

It means both “it's necessary” and “it's needed”. In

context, we translate it as “you should”, “we need”,
“they have to”, etc.

However, you can also use a pronoun to specify
the person. Here are some examples:

Tpé6a ixaTv Ha MeTpo.
You need (it is necessary) to go by subway.

Bam Tpéba kpalye npauroBaTu.
You (formal or plural) have to work better.

Tpéba KynuTu KapTonsii.
We need (it is necessary) to buy some potatoes.

You can use Tpé6a with an infinitive verb and also
just with a noun:

Bam Tpéba cTaHuia XpeLwarTuK.
You need Hreshchatyk metro station.

MeHi Tpé6a niapy4HUK 3 yKpaiHCLKOI.
I need a Ukrainian language textbook.

Lle yepBOHa niHiA

Here are the names of the three lines in meTpé B
Knesi:

YepBOHa niHisA Red line
CWHs niHis Blue line
3enéHa ninis Green line
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() Bonus exercise

Read the dialogue and fill in the blanks from the
vocabulary lists below:

Makcum: Bubaute, 6yab nacka ,

a ge ueHTp?

2

OkcaHa: Hy, Bu B LIEHTPiI.

fka Bynuusa Bam 3 ?

Makcum: He Bynuus, a nnowa. MeHi

4
Tpeba Ha

HesanexHocTi.

OkcaHa: MangaH HesanexHocTi — ue
5

. Tpeba
6 Ha MeTpo.
Makcum: A pe meTpo?
OkcaHa: OH ’
Bauute?
Makcum: Tak! Lle cuHsa 8 ?

9
OkcaHa: Tak! Bam

cTaHuia meTpo MangaH HesanexHocTi.

Makcum: [sikyro BamM gyxe 3a
10

OkcaHa: bByab nacka!

Bonus Exercise 1-16
Answers (Options)

Y Knesi XonogHo i XmapHo.
Temnepatypa nositps +4. [Jou He nae.
Y Pumi Tenno, CoOHAYHO.

Temnepatypa nositpst +18 rpagycis.

Y BepniHi npoxonogHo, nae Aoy,
Temnepatypa nositps +11 rpagycis.

B Ocno gyxe xonoaHo, nae oo,
Temnepatypa nosiTpsa +2 rpagycu.

Y JlicaboHi Tenno, ane xmapHo.

IHKONW Nae Ao,

Temnepatypa nositpsa +21 rpagyc.
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E| Key Vocabulary 1-17

BMOGauTe, BMOaY

ae
BXe = yXxé

LeHTp

Bynuus

LeHTpanbHa Bynuusa
XpewaTtuk

Tpéba

nanéko
6n13bKo
MeTpo

ixaTu

6aunTn
CTaHUifa meTpo
YyepBOHUM
CVHIN
3eNéHumn

niHis

nnéwa = MmangaH

manaaH HesanéxHocrTi

GnuU3bKNn
Oanékun
Tam

TYyT

oCb TYyT
OH Tam
gonomora

Osikyto 3a gonomory!

1) excuse me;
2) | am sorry (formal, informal)

where

already

center

street

main street, central street
name of the main street in Kyiv

it is necessary (needed);
you have to (should)

(itis) far (adverb)

(it is) close (adverb)
subway

to go by transportation
to see

subway station

red

blue (dark blue)

green

line

Bonus Vocabulary

square (in town)

name of the main square in Kyiv
close (adjective)

far (adjective)

there

here

right here

over there

help (noun)

Thank you for (your) help!
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