Ukrainian Lessons Podcast: Season 1

What languages do you speak?

Link to audio: ukrainianlessons.com/episode21

Dialogue

In this dialogue, my American student CkoTT and
| are talking about our language skills, as well as
about the use of some words in Ukrainian. Listen,

then read.
f—

AHHa: CKa)KVI, 6y.EIb nécxa, Anna: Please tell me,

CKOTT, sIKUMK MOBaMu
TV roBOpuL?

CkotT: 4 roBopto
aHrniicbKoo i TpOXM
yKpaiHCLKO. A T?

AHHa: Al BinbHO roBopIo
aHrMiNCbKOIO,
pocincbkoro. Takéx
HEernoraHo po3MoBIsiko
NonbCbLKOLO,
iCNAHCBKO | TPOLIKK
¢hpaHuy3bKOIO. A mMos
piaHa méBa —
yKpaiHCbKa.

CkotT: Oré! bararo! fka

PI3HNLA MiXK «TOBOPHOY i

«pPO3MOBRsO»?
AHHa: Hemae pi3Hnui.
«loBopro» i
«PO3MOBNSAO» — Lie
CUHOHIMMN.

CkoTT: A MOXHa cKa3aTu:
«51 roBopio
No-yKpalHCbKOMY»?

AHHa: Tak, MOXHa, ane
Kpawe: «5 roBopro
YKpalHCLKOIO.

CkotT: Asikyto!

AHHa: Byab nacka.

Scott, what languages do

you speak?

Scott: | speak English and
a little Ukrainian.
And you?

Anna: | speak English and
Russian fluently. | also
speak decent Polish,
Spanish, and a little
French. My native
language is Ukrainian.

Scott: Wow! So many!
What is the difference
between «roBopto» and
«pPO3MOBHsiO» ?

Anna: There is no
difference. «FoBopto»
and «po3MoBnAlO» are
synonyms.

Scott: And can | say
«A roBopto
no-yKpaiHCbKOMy» ?

Anna: Yes you can, but «A
roBOpHO YKpaiHCLKOO»
is better.

Scott: Thank you.

Anna: You are welcome.

AKkuMun moBamMu ™ rOBOpVILIJ?
Language in Ukrainian is:
méBa

When we talk about a language (languages) that

we speak, we use an instrumental case as we

consider a language as a tool, an instrument:
SAknmun méBamm TM roBopuL?

(informal)

Aknmn méBamu BU roeopute?

(formal)

51 TpoXn roBopro YKpaiHCbLKOIO

If you want to say which language you speak, use
the ending -oto for the name of the language (this
is the instrumental case ending for the feminine
adjectives):

8. Masculine 22 Feminine

yKpalHCbKa A roBopid yKpalHCLKOHO
mMoBa (m6BoHO)
aHrnincebKa £ roBOpPIO aHMMINCLKOIO
mMoOBa (moBoIO)
nonbcbka £ roBopt N6NbCbLKOK
mMoBa (moBOIO)
pociiicbka A roBopd PocincLKo
mMoBa (m6BoOHO)
icnaHcbka 4 roBopto icnaHcbKor
mMoBa (m6BoOHO)
¢paHuy3bKka A roBopto ¢hpaHLy3bKOKO
mMoBa (moBOIO)
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You can specify how well you speak the language
by putting one of these adverbs before the verb:

BiNNbHO
fluently

HenoraHo = nobpe

not bad, well

TPOXM = TPOLIKU = TPILLIKM
a little, a bit

Mos pigHa MoBa — yKpalHCbKa

The language of your parents or your native
language is called:

piaHa méBa

flka pisHMusa mix...?

pisHMUA
This feminine noun means “difference”.
MiX
is “between”.

So, when you want to ask a question about the
difference between something, start it with:

Aka pisHMUA MiX... i ... ?
Here is the expression of “There is no difference”:

Hemae pisHnui.

MNMepwa pieBigmiHa —
Conjugation 1

In Ukrainian, there are two verb conjugations.
These are patterns of the verb changes for different
pronouns.

The verbs rosoputu and po3MOBRATU are
synonyms, however, they belong to different
conjugations.

Conjugation 1 is the most common one. lts typical
endings are:

-y (-+0) -eMo (-eM0)
-ew (-eLw) -eTe (-eTe)
-e (-€) -yThb (-10Tb)

Have a look at how it works with po3amoBnsTu:
A poamoBnsito Mwu po3moBnsiemo
Tu po3moBnseLL Bwu po3moBnsieTe

BiH/BoHa po3amoBnsic = BoHu po3MoBRsOTH
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Opyra piesigmiHa —
Conjugation 2

Conjugation 2 is less common. lts endings are
different from conjugation 1 for all pronouns except
AaA—1:

-y (-10) -UMo (-imo)
-ni (-iw) -ute (-ite)
-UThb (-ITb) -atb (-ATb)

FoBopuTH is conjugation 2:

(", Practice

Here is the practice exercise from the podcast.

Bwu roBopuTe icnaHcbko?
Bu roBopuTE pOCINCHLKO?
By po3moBnsieTe aHrMinCcbKoO?

Bu posmoBnseTe ppaHuy3bKoo?

a W N =

Bu roBopuTe yKpaiHCBHKOH?

4 roBopto
Tu roBopuULL

BiH/BOHa roBOpuThH

Mwu roBoprmo
Bu roBopuTe

BoHu roBopsTH

Observe and compare the differences between
these verb conjugations in Ukrainian:

7 po3moBnsito A roBopto
Tu po3moBnseLL Tu roB6puLL

BiH/BoHa po3moBnsic BiH/BoHa roBOpuThL

Mwu po3moBnsiemo Mwu roBépumo
Bu poamoBnsiemo Bwu rosoépure
BoHu po3moBnsAoTh BoHu roBopsThL
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() Bonus exercise

Put the verbs and languages in their correct
forms. You can find some new words in the bonus
vocabulary list.

1. BoHu noraHo (roBopuTH) (yKpaiHCbKa).

BoHKM noraHo roBopsAThL YKPaiHCLKOHO.

2. 4 HenoraHo (roBopuTH) (icnaHcbKa).

3. Twu po6pe (po3moBnATH) (aHrNiNCbKa)?

4. MapwuHa 4ynoBo (po3moBnATH) (HiMelbKa).

5.

Moi gitn Tpoxun (roBoputu) (ppaHLy3bKa).

TBin Yornosik (roBopuTH) (pocincbka)?

Mwu BinbHO (po3mMoBnATK) (iTanincbka).

Bu (po3amoBnATH) (YKpaiHCbKa) un
(pocincbka)?

f—
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Key Vocabulary 1-21

MoOBa language

roBOpUTU = PO3MOBNATHU to speak

SlkimMn M6BamMu TM roBopuLL? What languages do you speak?
SAkumMmn méBaMu BU po3MoBRsETe? (informal, formal)

yKpaiHCbKa MmOBa Ukrainian language

A pO:’ﬁMOBni'lI-O (roBopto) | speak Ukrainian.
YKpalHCbKOHO.

aHrniicbka MOBa English language

A po3moBnsito (roBopto) | speak English.

aHrninceKolo.

pocicbka méBa Russian language
£l po3moBnisito (roBopio) pocincbkoro. | speak Russian.
nénbcbka moBa Polish language
A po3moBnsto (roBopr) nénbcbkor. | speak Polish.
icnaHcbka mOBa Spanish language
51 po3moBnsito (roBopr) icnaHcbkow. | speak Spanish.

¢paHUy3bKa MOBa French language

A po3moBnsiio (roBopHo) | speak French.

c¢ppaHLy3bLKO1O.

BiNLHO fluently, freely

HenoraHo not bad (adverb)

TPOXM = TPOLIKM = TPILLKK a little, a bit

pigHa moBa native language

Aka pisHMUA MiX...? What is the difference between...?
CUHOHIM synonym
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Bonus Vocabulary
noprtyranbcbka MOBa Portuguese language
7 po3mMoBnsito (roBopio) | speak Portuguese.
NopTyranbCbKoo.
iTanincbka mésa Italian language
A po3moBnsito (roBoplo) | speak ltalian.
iTanincbKolo.

KUTancbka mOBa Chinese language
A po3moBnsito (roBoplo) | speak Chinese.
KATANCbKOI0.

yécbka MOBa Czech language
A po3mMoBNsiO (FOBOPHD) YECHLKOIO. | speak Czech.
HiMméubKka MOBa German language

A po3moBnsto (roBopro) HiMéubkot. | speak German.

r—

Inspiring resources for learning Ukrainian — UkrainianLessons.com

6


https://www.ukrainianlessons.com/

