Ukrainian Lessons Podcasb: Season 1

Happy New Year and Merry
Christbmas in Ukrainian

Link to audio: ukrainianlessons.com/episode23

Konsgka

In this special Christmas episode, we invited
Ocrtan to wish all our listeners a Merry Christmas
in Ukrainian! In Ukraine, kids sing or tell Christmas
carols — konsipkn — to bring people the best of
luck and happiness in the new year. Here is one
of them.

£ manéHbkui nacTyLwok, | am a little shepherd,

3aropHyBcs B KOXYLIOK, | am wrapped in a little coat,

Ha ckpvnouui rpato, | play a small violin

Bac Bcix BiTato. And congratulate all of you.

A Bu, noaum, yywnTe, People, you hear me,

Konspgy rotywnre. Prepare the koliada.

A6nyuka, ropiwku Some apples and nuts

LOitAM Ha noTiwkw. For the joy of the kids.

Bitaro!

Usually, when we want to give congratulations
about any holiday or event, we start a sentence
with the verb BiTatn 3 — to congratulate, to greet
with. It is a verb of the first conjugation. Here are

its forms:
4 BiTaro MM BiTacmo
TU BiTacLu BW BiTacTte

BiH / BOHa BiTae BOHMU BiTalOTh

Bitaro 3 HoBum pokom!

Here are the names of the winter holidays in
Ukrainian:

HoBunn pik
New Year
PizaB6 XpucrtoBe = PizgBo
Christmas
To wish a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year,

we use the verb BiTaTK 3 + an instrumental case
of the name of the holiday.

In Ukraine, we usually mention New Year first, and
then Christmas:
Bitato 3 HoBuM pokom i
PizaBom Xpucrosum!
The full sentence above is common in writing,

however in oral communication, we usually skip
the verb BiTato:

3 HoBnM pokom i
PizaBom Xpucrosum!
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Episode 23 — Happy New Year

Abnyyka, ropilikm...

In the Christmas poem — konsgka — from

the episode, you have heard a small boy —

xnényumkK, using many words in their diminutive
forms. They usually mean something smaller than
usual, something tiny, cute, or just nice:

Noun Diminutive
nactyx (shepherd) nacTyLok
KoXyX (an old style coat) KOXYLLOK
ckpunka (a violin) cKpunouka
aA6bnyko (apple) AGNy YKo
ropix (a nut) ropiwok

and Merry Christmas in Ukrainian

() Bonus exercise

Put the verbs in their correct forms in the right
places in the text about Christmas. You can find
the words you do not know in the Bonus Vocabulary
list below.

BiTaTM rpatm nwOUTU CBATKYBaTU
cniBatMu TaHLOBATMU

1

Mw Pisgso Bgoma.
Oitn 2 KONSOKW.
[eHunc 3 Ha CKpunui.
MapwuHa i OkcaHa 4
HABKOMO SIMUHKA. My °
3 Pi3gBom BCix HalLMX poandiB.
a° Piansol
Bonus Exercise 1-22
Answers

1. Irop rpae y cpyt6on.

2. Oner npauroe XXypHarnicTom.

3. Tw cnyxaew ykpaiHCbKy My3uKy?

4. Mwu ynTaemMo HOBY rasery.

5. A paymaro (3Haro, nuwy, yuTaro) npo tebe

(about you).

6. BwuxuBete B TepHononi?

7. A nuwy NUCT YyKpaiHCbKOK MOBOHO.

8. Tw rMpgew Ha KOHUEPT BBEYEpi?

9. BoHM YyekaroTb Ha Takci (... for a taxi).

10. Mwnigemo Ha Takci (by taxi).
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Key Vocabulary 1-23

PiznB6 XpucroBe Christmas
HoBwnn pik New Year
Bitao 3...! | congratulate, | greet you with...!
3 PisaaBom Xpuctésum! Merry Christmas!
3 HoBnm pokom! Happy New Year!
Konsaka Ukrainian Christmas carol
ManéHbK1Un = Manumn small, little
rpaTtu (a rpato, TM rpaeu...) to play
BiTaTu (A BiTalo, TM BiTaELW...) to congratulate, to greet
CKpWMnKa violin
noau people
aitm children
AGNyKo apple
ropix nut
Bonus Vocabulary
CBATO holiday
CBATKYBaTH to celebrate

(A CBATKY0, TU CBATKYELL...)

6axarm (s 6axaro, TM 6axaeLu...) to wish
cniBartu (A cniBaro, TM cniBaeu...) to sing
TaHLUOBAaTH to dance

(s TaHUOlO, TV TaHUOEL...)

ANVHKa 1) spruce; 2) Christmas tree
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